University Sector Framework Implementation Network

Note of Meeting of 15 February 2011

In Attendance: John Scattergood (Chair); Declan Courell, St. Angela’s College of Education; Una Crowley, NUIM; Anna Kelly, UCD; Billy Kelly, DCU;  Nuala Hunt, NCAD; Anna Murphy, NQAI; Elizabeth Noonan, UCD; Dimitrios Paraskevas, TCD; John Scattergood, TCD; Denis Twomey, St. Patrick’s College of Education; Lewis Purser, Irish Universities Association, (Joint Secretary), Trish O’Brien, William O’Keeffe and Deirdre Stritch, National Qualifications Authority of Ireland, (Joint Secretary)

Apologies:  Alexandra Anderson, TCD; Dermot Coughlan, UL; Sinead Critchley, UCD; Andrea Durnin, NUI; Eleanor Fouhy, UCC; Suzanne Golden, NUIG; Sharon Jones, UCC; Deborah Kelleher, RIAM; Sarah Moore, UL; Morag Munro, DCU;  Denis O’Brien, IPA; Seamus O’Grady, NUIG; Denise O’Mara, RCSI; Lisa O’Regan, NUIM; Pat Phelan, UL; Denis Staunton, UCC; Annabella Stover, Mater Dei Institute of Education; Ronan Tobin, All Hallows College;  Eugene Wall, Mary Immaculate College; Anthony White, Milltown Institute of Theology and Philosophy

1. Opening

At the outset of the meeting the Chair welcomed members. The chair offered a summary of the work undertaken to date in compiling the FIN Recognition of Prior Learning (RPL) document and explained that the purpose of the meeting was to afford members an opportunity to offer feedback on the draft text. 

2. Matters arising not on the Agenda

No matters were recorded.

3. Review of RPL document

The Chair and members of the Secretariat offered a summary of each section of the document. 

Each section seeks to be comprehensive and reflective of the views put forward by members and also the experiences captured through the use of case studies undertaken during the development of the document.  Members were invited to offer feedback on each section and also to take the opportunity to consider any final suggestions or comments in the week following the meeting. Members were also asked to give consideration to the Resources and Glossary sections and ensure these were comprehensive and accurate. 

4. Plenary

The group agreed the title of the report will be as follows: ‘Recognition of Prior Learning (RPL) in the university sector: policies, case studies and issues arising’
It was agreed that the document should be made available in a web-based format as with the first FIN report. 

The group agreed the FIN members and other contributors should be acknowledged by name in the report. The FIN Secretariat will seek confirmation that each member wishes to be named in the report in the coming week. 

It was agreed that Part 2: RPL: National Policies and Principles would be developed further by adding to the information offered on international RPL practice. 

It was agreed that Part 4: Issues Arising would expand on a number of the points raised in the section to capture the discussion and debate surrounding these and that the section would raise issues to be considered by stakeholders. 

5. Schedule for production of document

Members were asked to return any feedback by Tuesday 22 February 2011. The final draft text will be sent for design and printing by end of March with the report to be available by April. It is expected that the document will be launched at a promotional event in April. 
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